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HAER No. PA-430

Location. 5200 to 5400 Frankford Avenue (guideway and stations) and the
block bounded by Bridge Street, Penn Street, Sanger Sireet and
Bustleten Avenue (train yard), Philadelphia, Philadeiphia County,
rennsylvania

UTN Coordinates: USGS Frankford Quadrangle, PA - NJ, 1:24,000
Universa! Transverse Mercator Coordingtes:
18.493400 4430563
18.433145.4430145
18.483302.4430025

Date of Construction: 1920 - 1822

Engineer: Department of City Transit, City of Philadelphia

Architect: Department of City Transit, City of Philadeiphia

Present Ownar: City of Philadeiphia

Fresent Use: hass Transit Stations and Train Maintenance Facility
Significance: The Frankford Elevated is significant as an early 207 century

mass transit system in Philadelphia that had significant loca!
impact on the patterns of growth and cevelopment in the city. The
elevated includes structures and station buiidings that are
representative of early 20" cenlury transportation and commercial
design.

Project Information: The guideway east of Dyre Street and portions of the Pratt Street
Station are to be demolished as part of the Frankford
Transpartation Center Project being undertaken by Southeastern
Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA). This
documentation is submitted in pariai fuifillment of the terms of the
Memorandum of Agreement between the Federal Raiiroad
Administration znd the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Comnussicn.

Preparer: Carl E. Doebley, January 1998
Dan Fater Koppie & Associal
421 Chestndt Street
Philadelphiz, PA 19106
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The Frankford Elevated

At the turn of the nineteenth century, Philadelphia’s intercity public transportation was largely
controlled by the privately-held Union Traction Company. It was comprised of an elaborate
network of electric, cable and horse drawn trollies. The trolley systems, which operated on city
streets, at grade, had grown inefficient and contributed significantly to massive street
cengestion.  In an effort to resolve the situation, the principals of the Unicn Traction Company
formed the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company to continue operation of Union Traction, while
pursuing the construction of severai elevated rapid transit lines that had been authorized by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Construction was begun on the first line, the Market Street
Subway-Elevated, in 1902, with service along its full length, from 68th Street to 2nd Street,

commencing in 1908,

Unfortunately, with the construction of the Market Street line, the Phiiadelphia Rapid Transit
Company had exhausted its capital, and was unable to proceed with a second elevated line that
had been planned to connect Center City with the northeastern reaches of the City. In an effort
to continue the modernization of its mass transit, the City, in 1913, successfully applied for
approval from the Commonwealth to construct the second line, the Frankiord Elevated, with ifs
own resources. Upon its completion. the City leased the line to the Philadelphis Rapid Transit
Company who oversaw ils operaticn.

Rather than rely on consulting engineers and architects, the Department of City Transit
designed the project in-house under the leadership of William S. Twining, its Director, and
Henry H. Quimby, the department's Chief Engineer. The first construction contract for the
elevated line was awarded in 1215, and the line was compieted and open to the publicin 1922,
It had been planned for completicn in 1918, but material shortages caused by Werld War i
delayed the work.

The project also was reduced in scope from ifs original design. As first envisioned, the elevated
was {o connect with the Marksi Street Subway-Elevated at 2nd Street, continue north on Frent
Street to Kensington Avenue, run rortheast along Kensington Avenue to Frankford Avenue,
then continue along Frankford Avenue to Holmesburg. Ultimately, budgelary constraints led to
a termination of the line, three miles short of the planned terminus, at the Bridge Street Yard. A
Bustieton Surface trolley line was creatled to reach communities beyond.

The Guideway

Alang most of the six-miie route, a doutle set of tracks were supported by double-column bents
which carried the longitudinal trusses and frack bed. As described in a souvenir booklet issued
for the inauguration of the line. the columns were formed of *...Bethlehem II {double 1-beams]
and channel sections with plates added where loads to be carried required larger sections.”
The transverse girders were .. generally of the plate-girder type, with ends beyend the cutside
{foutboard of the] longitudinal girders sloped down to the height of sixteen inches over the
colurmns."  For the longitudinal trusses, the engineers specified three °.. halfthrough Pratt-type
[trusses] with plate and angle chords, flats for diagonals, except counters, for which angles
were used, and angles for verticals and end stiffeners.” Depending on the street configuration
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below, the span of the longitudinal trusses varied from 31 feet, & inches to 73 feet, 6 inches.
Between stations, the track ties were faid in ballast. At the stations, and over tonger spans and
bridges, “dowel stones” and “short tie biocks” were used in lieu of ballast. Due to community
objections to the double column bents, which would have restricted narrow sidewalks, a center
column, cantilevered guideway was erected between Church and Dyre streets in Frankford.

The Stations along the Route

Twelve stations originally were constructed along the elevated: Fairmount Avenue, Girard
Avenue, Berks Street, Dauphin-York Streets, Huntingdon Street, Somerset Street, Allegheny
Avenue, Tioga Street, Torresdale Avenue, Church Street, Orthodox-Margaret Streets and
Bridge Streel. The laller station included a separate station building and stair at Prait Street,
and a terminal and Trainmen’s Building at Bridge Street. Contemporary literature cites the
arrangement of the stations as being unigue to elevated design of the period. Rather than
having been constructed underneath the guideway, with stairs 1o the sidewalks below, the
stations were consiructed mostly on corner properties that adjoined the guideway. This
arrangement lessened sidewalk congestion and allowed for greater architectural expression in
the stations. The stations were constructed in brick with terra cotta and granite trim. Serving
primarily as stair pavilions, with associated ticketing, the buildings were open to the air.

The Frankford Elevated Complex

The term “Frankford Elevated Complex” was adopted by the Pennsyivania Historical and
Museum Commission (PHMC) to describe the terminus buildings of the Frankford Elevated line
that were constructed between 1920 and 1822, The stations and guideway, to the southwest of
Dyre Street, previously had been determined to be ineligible for the Nationa! Register. The
structures to the northeast of Dyre Street, included in the Frankford Elevated Compiex, were
determined to be eligible for the National Register and representative of the entire Frankford
Elevated line. The complex, as delineated by PHMC includes: the Pratt Street Station, the
Bridge Street Station and Trainmen's Building, and the Bridge Street Yard.

The Pratt Street Station is located on the intersection of Pratt Street and Frankford Avenue. |t
consists of a two-story station building on the south side of Frankford Avenue, a mezzanine that
runs under, and is attached to. the guideway, and an entrance/exit stair on the north side of
Frankford Avenue. The station shares a center platform and butterfiy canopy with the Bridge
Street Station to the east,

The Bridge Street Station and Trainmen's Building is located at the intersection of Bridge
Sireet, Bustieton Avenue and Frankford Avenue. This station building is a two-story structure
with an additional story in the center of the building. It is rectangular in plan, with an angled or
splayed facade running parallel to Frankford Avenue. The building was designed to serve a
duai purpose as a station building and as a rest station for the operating trainmen.

The Bridge Street Yard is bordered to the north by Penn Street, to the east by Cheltenham
Avenue, to the south by Bustleton Avenue and to the west by Bridge Street. This portion of the
compiex can be subdivided into three zones, each corresponding to a separate function.
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Surface automaobile parking 1s found at the southern end of the lot along Bustleton Avenue.
North of the parking is the train storage area, where frains are parked during off-hours. At the
northern end of the site, adjoining Penn Street, is the Train Maintenance Facility, which
historically was known as the Car inspection Shop. The shop, which is used to inspect trains
between runs. is the only large-scaled building on the yard site.



Frankford Elevated
HAER No. PA-430
(Page 9)

Sources of information/Bibliography:

Books:
Boorse, J. W., Jr., Philadelpnia in Motion, Bryn Mawr, Bryn Mawr Press, 1876,

Borneman, Henry S., An Address on Behalf of the Citizenis of North East Philadelphia.
November 4th, 1922. (Being part of the exercises attending the official transference of the
Frankford Elevated Railroad by the City of Philadelphia to the Philadelphia Rapid Transit
Company.), Souvenir book, P.R.T. Collection, Hagley Museurt and Library, Wiimington, DE.

Cox, Harold, Philadelphie Car Routes, Forty Fort, PA, Harold E. Cox, 1982.
p. 134,

Cox, Harold, The Road From Upper Darby, Philadelphia, Philadelphia Transportation Company,
1987(7).

Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company, Frankford Elevated Railway and Bustieton Surface Line, a
Souvenir Booklet, Philadelphia, 1922, Accession 2123, SEPTA Records, at the Hagley
Museum and Library, Wilmington, DE. (Original copy also available at City of Philadelphia
Archives, Box A-985.)

Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company, Fhiladelphia’s Rapid Transit, Being an Account of the
Construction and Equipment of the Market Street Subway-Eievated, Philadelphia, 1908,

Periodicals:
, "Frankford ‘U Opened,” Electnic Raliway Journal, Vol. 60, November 11, 1822, p.

792.

, "News of the Electric Railways: Feeder Lines Suggested,” Efectric Railway
Journal, Vol. 80, No. 4, November, 1922, p. 788,

. Philadelphia Real Estale Record and Builders’ Guide, Fhiladelphia, Vol. 18, No.
15, April 15, 1203,

___, "Philadelphia’s Rapid Transit Greatly Augmented,” Electric Raflway Journal, Vol
60, November 25, 1822, pp. 841-848,

Newspapers:

Advertisement for Gold Medal Milk, with drawing of Frankford Elevated, The Evening Bulletin,
November 4, 1822, p. 14,

“Boy's Leqg Fractured in Frankford 'L’ Jam,” The Philadeiphia Inquirer, November 6, 1822, . 1.

"Camera views along Route of Frarkford "L ... Which Opens...Tomorrow Morning,” The Evening



Frankford Elevated
HAER No. PA-430
(Fage 6)

Bulletin, Philadelphia, November 4,1922, p. 1.
“Frankford 'L’ Test Riders Cause Delay” The Philadelphia inquirer, November 6, 1922, p. 3.

*Frankford: A Good Place to Live In,” Unknown Newspaper, The Campbeil Collection, Historical
Society of Pennsyivania, Vol. 30, p. 11.

“Handsome Station for Frankford 'L'.” The Evening Ledger, April 29 1917, Campbell Collection,
Historic Society of Pennsylvania, Vol. 30, p. 60.

“in Frankford,” The Sunday Record, Qctober 15, 1222, The Camptell Collection, Historic
Saciety of Pennsyivania, Vol. 30, pp. 2-3.

“Market St. Subway Again Breaks Down During Rush Hours,” The Philadelphia Inquirer,
November 7, 1922, p.1.

"New Frankford "L’ Opened with Storm of Joy and Cralory,” The Philadelphia Inquirer,
November &, 1922, pp. 1-2.

"Rejection of the Transit Lease,” Public Ledger, 1819 (7), City of Philadeiphia Archives,
Newspaper Clippings File, Box A-89&. '

"Rejoicing Over the Frankford Elevated,” The Philadelphia Inquirer, November 6, 1922, p. 8.

"Scenes at Opening of High-Speed Line to Northeast,” The Philadelphia Inquirer, November
5,1922, p. 1.

"Transit Decision in a Nutshell,” Unknown newspaper, 1919 (7}, City of Philadeiphia Archives,
Newspaper Clippings File, Box A-995.

"“Transit Lease 10 be Reframed on New Lines,” Unknown newspaper, January 14, 1919, City of
Philadelphia Archives, Newspaper Clippings File, Box A-995.

"When can We Ride Straight Ahead?,” The Evening Ledger, August 9. 1922, The Campbell
Coilection, Historic Society of Pennsylvania, Vol. 1, p. 103.

"Where Construction of Frankford ‘L' has Stopped.” The Evening Ledger, December 18, 1616,
Campbell Cellection, Historic Society of Pennsyivania, Vol. 30, p. 59.

“Whole Northeast Marks 'L’ Opening with Celebration,” The Evening Bulletin, Philadelphia,
November 4, 1822, pp. 1-2.

""Highly Pleased’ is P.R.T. Verdict on 'L",” The Evening Bulletin, Philadelphia, November €,
1922, p.18.



Frankford Elevated
HAER No. PA-430
(Page 7)

Ephemera:
. Building Permits, City of Philadelphia Archives, Varicus dates,

, “Bridge Street Station ang Trainmen's Building,” Descriptive Inventory of
Frankford Elevated Railway and Bustieton Line. As of November 5, 1922, Box A-885,
Department of City Transit Files, City of Philadelphia Archives.

, "Pratt Street Station Building,” Descriptive Inventory of Frankford Elevated
Railway and Bustleton Line. As of November 5, 1922, Box A-985, Department of City Transit
Files, City of Philadelphia Archives,

isgram of Rapid Transit Sysiem, January 21, 1924, Folder §0.1, 1624, Box A-
892, Department of City Transit Files, City of Philadelphia Archives.

Mitten, T. E., "Letter to the President of City Council from T. E. Mitten. December 31, 1821."
Pamphlet No. 9284, Hagiey Museum and Library, Wilmington, DE.

Mitten, T. E., "Frankford 'L’ Discussion, Notes of President Mitten's Talk at
Luncheon...Wednesday, November 2, 1827," Accession #2046, Box 1, John F. Tucker
Collection, Hagley Museum and Library, Wilmington, DE.

Pennoni Associates, Frankford Garage Modifications, Architectural Drawings, July 31, 1981,

Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company, Annual Report, 1915, Frankford Elevated File, Box 1-995,
Department of City Transit Fites, City of Philadeiphia Archives.

Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company, Annual Report to the Stockholders, 1922, 1923, 1924,
P.R.T. Collection, Hagley Museum and Library, Wiimington, DE.

Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company, Reprints of Articles on Thomas E. Mitten from various
sources, 1922, Pamphlet File of Philadeiphia Transit Company, Hagley Museurm and Library,
Wilmington, DE.

Atlases:
Baist, G. Wm., Baist’s Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, G. Wm. Baist & Co., 1395
and 1838,

Bromley, George W. And Walter S., Allas of Cfffy of Philadelphia, 23rd and 41st Wards,
Philadelphia, G. W. Bromley & Co.,1894, 1301, and 1920,

Hopkins, G.M., City Atfas of Philadelphia, 23rd Ward, Vol. 3, Philadelphia, G.M. Hopkins, 1887.

Sanborn, insurance Maps of Philadelphia, Vol. 11, New York, Sanborn Co., 1921,1947,19851,
1976, 1980, 1989,



Franxford Elevated
HAER No. PA-430
(Page 8)

Smediey, Smedley's Atlas of the Cily of Philadefphia, Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1882.

Historic Photographs in Safe Archives:
Photograph Collection, File 634, City of Philadeiphia Archives.

6630-T Frankford Efevated: end of street prior to joining with subway, bent no. 5
Y, January 12, 1620,

7091-T Frankford Elevated: Arch Street curve to connect with subway, February
14,1321,

7374-T Frankford Elevated: beginning of £l af Front and Arch, October 21, 1221.

7653-T Frankford Elevated. juncture with subway at Front and Arch, Qciober 18,
1922

Photograph Coilection, File 836, City of Philadelphia Archives.

3298 Kensington Avenue, Oclober 16, 1916,

3307-T Kensington Avenue: Lehigh looking southwest, October 23, 1616.

4538-T Kensingfon: Lehigh - panorama of arch and span June4, 1617,

Photograph Collection, File €37, City of Philadeiphia Archives.

4713-T Franifaord Avenue. placing of first single column and bent no. 520, north
of Church Street, July 26, 1917.

4719-T Frankford Avenus: looking south from bent no. 531, duly 30, 1917.

4818-T Frankford Avenue: struclure in place looking north from Church Street,
September 17, 1617,

6145-T Frankford Elevated: last sincle column and bent no. €15, Dyre Street,
May S, 1919,

G289-T Frankford Elevated: soutn from Ruarn Stree! Station, June 14, 1215

7126-T Frankford Elevated. ben!f no. 620, north of Dyre Street, March 14, 1821,

7162-T Frankford Elevated: bent no. 635, south of Bridge Street, unfcading 35
ton girder, May 2, 1921,

7767-T Frankford Elevated: Girard Avenue Station, northeast corner, March 15,
1923.

7775-T Frankford Elevaled: Bridge Street Trainmery's Building from north, March
21,1923,

29757 Platform - Bridge Street Station, view north, November 123, 1952,

Architectural Drawings in Safe Archives
Department of City Transit. Bridge Street Terminal and Trainmen's Building, Nov., Dec. 1920,
Architectural Drawings, Files of the Department of Public Property, City of Philadelphia.

Department of City Transit, Pratt Street Station, 20 Aprit 1920, Architectural Drawings, Fiies of
the Department of Public Property, City of Philadeiphia.



Frankford Elevated
HAER No. FA-430
(Page &)

Department of City Transit, Alferations and Additions to Frankford Eievated Railways. Bridge
Street Station, 1851, Architecturai Drawings, Files of the Department of Public Property, City of
Philadeiphia.

Department of City Transit, Alterations and Additions to Frankford Elevated Railways. Fratt
Street Station, 1947, Architectural Drawings, Files of the Department of Public Property, City of
Philadelphia.



Yr-1t| Free (nterchange Betwean Linas
-il!;-" Stay within sfations and change nes without addad Lharge.
3 ﬁiﬂj Transfer ickats ara nol required lor FREE Intarcrange batwesn
1l Rapid Transt Lines.

Intsrchange Statlon
O Transfar requires addtional fara

Locui Tralns: Dady .30 a.m. 1o 3:45 p.m. agnts,
m A Tralns

weexends, and holidsys
A & B Trains: Operale only dunng peak hours.

Local Trains Mondays through Frdays axcept hofidays. Operateq
apposinately 700 am. (o 8:3¢ am. - S pm o
E B Traina

5:15 pm. hom Frankiord and 53t Street Temminals,
BN SEPYA Anglonal Ral Lines

(A and 8 signs are disglayed sides and front of 'runs )

THINMNE Broed Strest Line and other SEATA Ral! Serdces

Frankford Elevated
HAER No PA-430
(Page 10}

1.5,8,14, 19,20 - FRANKFORD TERMINAL a
24,25, 25,5, 56,67, 71,84, 88, R (Aridge-Prat s2c0 dp 4]

1,5,59.75,39. J K - MARGARET-ORTHODOX a Q

{Arrott Tarminal} <765

35- CHURCH .B

3.5 - ERIE-TORRESDALE Jry/9 8

3,39-TIOGA a

3,608 - ALLEGHENY E] 2|
354 - SOMERSET . /s,

(! as-HUNTINGDg{?g a.

YDRK-DAUPHIN .E -3,%,89

2400

Feert fock RT Glenside
RS PaoliDowningtown  R7 Trentont Transportation B2 Warminater :
RS Cynwyd RS Chestnut Hilf West Center R2 Wast Trenton BERKS m. -3
RS Lansdale/ 1960
100 Norristawn 100 o, R - ng:nk;str;v? .
verbook g, ' -
2 3 % 5 77 cesma it GIRARD FY(FTY - 15
= A 3 Eas!
= =5 ” S
= Z2 W %D v SPRING FY(" /[[] -54
= Ll = % k]
S E3E 3o %3 8 ¥ 3 GARDEN
S L0 © 8 & R 5 Z55 Sunse Siwoan O o
= 1] .
é E;. g g - E, g T T - Siation
%, G- ®m o 8B o f ) New
4:,/// oL X © @ v v T T ? Jersey
%
AR Rajajagal Jal

“
%,
G
B8

%

é

|
(6]
0]
&
&
@

N SWAICHAICY

= noay & 2 BRI
v I3¥eadonDarty & BN
101 Media M Angora itk
102 Sharon Hill 35 Eastwick =4 SR

s3d

T

7w

'\ A3 Media'Etwyn EcCxm

LNt

@ o a Pattison Av
A1 Airport and Sports Complex

© 47998 A2 Marcus Hool/

Wilmingten,

Hewark, De



Frankford Eievated
. HAER No PA-430
tPage 11)

|
i
fBRIAD 3~ HIIWEY
i Frankford Elevated 7 A

LiMLY AL

Complex T A

gy

| ‘
; EARRREE S LW ST R ;
H L .
I, - :
; i e |
i ; !
i N i
'
! 1
H i
. | "
h |
: |
: i
| “ [
; K : !
/"
,.-’ 1
Fa
| )
: i
. '
'
; . L
i ‘ !
1
; ;
s |
{ |
' ' A
: . i
; H
i
t
i
t
i
S \
: BEPLRTMENS 20 1T TRANUT
! DAG A OF
i
j RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM
P AS
-
- AUTHORIZED
- AY REELRINT)H AT0T 4977
! e T D LOAH EILL OF HGY 6,125
i e T T ————
I : e s Lticno
' e -~ Wemm—— [T uRTEL
| ! e ——
. N e fumrar!cCal Aylerny
i - Ty J

. From: Department of City Transit Files. City of Philadeiphia Archives



From:

Frankford Elevated
HAER No. PA-430

(Page 12)
jr{ Segriray Ao,
f£§ J};i«u(
F <A

ey

W 7T 3. 14

AT STATIONE THE TRaCcE 13 LaAlb wWirW
Snoer TIX BLock R, CANTILEVER TEUSSES
CaRRT THE FPLaTrokx Rours

Guideway at Stations

Electric Railway Journal, November 25, 1922



Frankford Elevated
HAER No. PA-430
(Page 13)

o
b m
Al Eﬁa—-ﬁw e
n g= .—‘._—.'-_L‘_’..‘ v PO . - }
Pt
RS 1RN% T8
ﬁ-‘*;",'-.\ HETWEEN STATIONS THE TRACK I8 1N GENERAL
Sk A Rocu-BALLASTEE.  TrHis SecTioN SHOWS TiiE
/. bfz‘:';'!-:_-,\ HELATION ©OF THE LONAITUPINAL TRUSSES anND
S TRANBVERSE GIRDERS

Guideway between Stations

From: Electric Raifway Jounal, November 25, 1922



From:

Frankford Elevated
HAER No PA-430
{Page 14}

| +
N B
'
Yo ~ . -y - n
By PR, il St A SN v IR L B R Nl
—— N « 2 L0 H - 2
R S = A . Al
~, \ L
A\
Je o
X&)

S

SN

A7
2y

N i W

L
H : o
- o>
I
H
r;

Ly -
¢ . g
5% 8 . =g
- | i | o
Ly Y S
‘
s s
- ke by glk -a
et eyt Py 4
e R %)
v YA LT ety
t’ - - .)-\ " e X RS
AL M ,?.ﬂ.n'-’"‘:
Pty o NS

Singie Column Guideway

Electric Railway Jounal, November 25, 1822



